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NEXT MEETING:
February 8, 2023

Board meeting agendas are posted the Friday before here: 
Astoria School Board Agendas

January Meeting Highlights:
January 11, 2023 
● Bond Finance Report
● ASD Student Assessment Report 
● School Board Recognition Month
● ESD Local Service Plan Approval   

January 25, 2023:
● Strategic Planning - Community Steering

Previous meetings link: Astoria School Board Minutes
All Board Meetings are open to the public and held at the 

Astoria School District Office - 785 Alameda at 5:45 & 7:00 pm. 
Community members are encouraged to attend.

ASTORIA 
SCHOOL BOARD

Astoria SD Parents and Families, 

We have reached the halfway point in the 2022-2023 school year. We hope you are excited about the progress your student has made 
so far. I have spent time in the buildings over the last few weeks and have seen some fantastic things happening in and out of the 
classroom. I encourage your students to participate in some engaging and enriching activities offered throughout the district during 
and after school. A lot is going on, and there is something for everyone! 

Strategic Planning  
The strategic planning group had two successful and very productive 
meetings in January. The first was with the administration planning 
committee on January 10, and the second was with our community steering 
committee on January 25. We hope to have a final draft of the Astoria School 
District Strategic Plan ready for school board approval on March 8, 2023. 
Thank you the parents and community members, for participating and 
lending your voice to this critical work. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

With Gratitude, 
Craig Hoppes, Superintendent

mailto:choppes@astoriak12.org
http://www.astoria.k12.or.us
https://www.astoria.k12.or.us/school_board/meeting_agendas
https://www.astoria.k12.or.us/school_board/meeting_minutes


NO SCHOOL
Happy President’s Day!

STATE TESTING OPT OUT

Astor Elementary
Chloee Hunt and Cassidy Manning
Lewis & Clark Elementary
Rachel Barkley and Mckenzie Pollano
Astoria Middle School
Korie Blacker and Rachel Rollins
Astoria High School
Andrew Fick, Beth Frausto, and Meredith Payton

Astoria Choice Academy
Jo Wolfe

Thank you to our Counselors!

Get updates and information at
www.astoria.k12.or.us

   Or find us on Facebook at 
     Astoria School District

Monday, May 15th
is now a regular 

school day*
*previously was no school/possible 
weather make up day

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20

To best support school district planning, you are encouraged to 
submit your form and/or exemption letters to your child’s school 
by March 17, 2023.

Math and English Language Arts State Tests
Students in grades 3-8 and 11 take the Math and Language Arts Smarter 
Balanced tests in the spring. Most students participate in state testing, but 
parents have the right to opt their children out if they choose.

State law permits parents and adult students to annually opt out of Oregon’s 
statewide summative tests in English Language Arts and Math by 
submitting the form provided below. 

Science and English Language Proficiency Assessments
Parents may not “opt-out” of the Science or English Language Proficiency 
assessments. These assessments require an exemption. Exemptions allow 
parents to request that their student be exempt from testing based on 
disability or religion. Unlike the opt-out process for Math and English 
Language Arts, parent requests for exemption for all other tests must satisfy 
the following conditions:  Be submitted in writing to the district (there is no 
standardized form), include reasons for request (disability or religion), and 
propose an alternative learning activity for the student.  This exemption is 
subject to district review and determination whether to approve.

To download the form, click the link below:

Oregon  Statewide Testing Opt Out 

http://www.astoria.k12.or.us
http://www.astoria.k12.or.us/parents/oregon_statewide_test_opt_out_form


ASTOR ELEMENTARY         Principal Kate Gohr
 kgohr@astoriak12.org503-325-6672

Read-A-Thon
In January the Astor Parents Club held a read-a-thon 
fundraiser. Read-a-thon is a literacy based fundraiser 
promoting education. The program brings students 
together with family and friends to encourage reading 
and  build literacy skills. The read-a-thon took place 
from January 17th through January 30th and earned 
more than $12,000.00  for Astor Elementary!

SMART 
SMART stands for Start 
Making A Reader Today and is 
ran by volunteers. It is a 
program to help students who  
need a little extra reading 
practice. We have not had 
SMART volunteers in the 
building since early 2020 and 
are so excited to have them 
back working with our 
students! 

mailto:kgohr@astoriak12.org


LEWIS & CLARK ELEMENTARY         Principal Eva Hague
 ehague@astoriak12.org503-325-2032

Students from Mr. Cereghino's advanced art class came from the high school to work with Mr. Luhr's fifth 
graders on an interesting art enrichment project. Fifth graders were each given a piece of a mystery picture. 
Using oil pastels, students "smooshed" their artwork with the high schoolers to create their individual piece to 
an art puzzle. When completed, the artists put the pieces to their jigsaw puzzle together to see how close they 
came to the original picture drawn by one of the high school students. Below is the results of the collaboration!

Art Enrichment Project

Lewis and Clark is participating in Square 1 
Art,  a fundraiser where students create a 
picture on a provided piece of paper. The art 
is then sent to the company and families can 
order items with the artwork on it. The 
deadline for submitting the art to  4th grade 
teacher, Chelsea Mattingly, is February 10th. 

Peer Mentorship Program
Astoria High School students will be paired with 3rd, 4th, and 
5th graders from Lewis and Clark Elementary where they will eat 
lunch and go to recess with selected students. The  main goals 
of the program are to provide positive peer relationships, 
develop basic social/problem solving skills, and provide high 
schoolers with an opportunity to develop leadership/career 
skills.  The program starts February 8th and 9th and will 
continue every Wednesday and Thursday after this. 

mailto:ehague@astoriak12.org


ASTORIA MIDDLE SCHOOL         Principal Linda Brech
lbrech@astoriak12.org503-325-4331

Students in Sra. Reid’s Spanish class used old notes 
from their previous lessons to create poems with 
vocabulary words they liked. We love their creativity!

Meet Mr. Clark’s Careers 101 class! Students are exploring and 
researching different careers, passions, vocations, as well as high 
school and  career pathways! 

Mr. Bergerson’s students 
smile with their new class 
pets - fish!

mailto:lbrech@astoriak12.org


ASTORIA HIGH SCHOOL         Principal Lynn Jackson
ljackson@astoriak12.org503-325-3911

Astoria High School is starting a new mentorship program! The program 
partners AHS juniors and seniors with third, fourth, and fifth-grade students 
at Lewis and Clark Elementary. Each week, mentors and mentees will meet 
during one lunch and recess period to connect, visit, and play. The goal of the 
program is to enrich students’ individual strengths and social skills in 
support of healthy youth development and learning. Additionally, the 
mentorship program will provide an opportunity for AHS students to gain 
real-world experience in the fields of education and human services. 
Facilitated by school counselors, Andrew Fick and Rachel Barkley, mentors 
receive training and ongoing coaching based on the Search Institute's 
Developmental Relationship Framework. For more information about this 
exciting new program, contact the AHS or LCE Student Services office.

AHS/LCE Mentorship Program As the first semester was wrapping up, so 
were the Guitar Building projects at Astoria 
High School.  In Guitar Building, students tap 
into their creativity to construct a functioning 
electric guitar.  In the construction process, 
students learn the foundational skills of 
woodworking, soldering, electricity, laser 
engraving, musicality and more.  The course 
has offered a great mix of CTE-based skills, 
coupled with the creativity of the performing 
arts.Brooklyn B., Alex S-H., and Elliott S.

Guitar Building

Finals, Pancakes, and Gratitude
School Board Director Jenna Rickenbach, Spanish Instructor Garrett Parks, Madeline W. and  Linnea O.

On Thursday, January 26, 2023 and Friday, January 27, 2023, students and staff 
participated in the annual Finals Pancake Feed.  Students were asked to share 
expressions of gratitude and then picked up their Pig N Pancake breakfast.  It was a 
great balance of academic preparation, community, and gratitude.  Thank you to all 
the staff and the Pig N Pancake for helping make this event a success.

Congratulations!
Senior Andy Link and Sophomore Ian McHone qualified for 
and participated in All-State band on January 13-15, 2023.  
Great job representing AHS instrumental music.

Clatsop Works Internships:  Applications Open
“The Clatsop WORKS Program provides local students, ages 16 and 
up, with professional, paid internships in Clatsop County, with the 
goals of community building, economic development, promoting local 
career opportunities, and retaining local talent.”
Applications are now open with a deadline of April 6, 2023 for 
submission.  Please see the below link for more information.  Ms. 
Misty Bateman of Clatsop Works can help your student explore these 
opportunities.  She is available each Tuesday at AHS.

https://clatsopworks.com/

mailto:ljackson@astoriak12.org
https://clatsopworks.com/


LIFE LEARNING         SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING FOR ALL
https://sites.google.com/astoriak12.org/asdsel/home

be●long●ing (noun): experiencing appreciation, 
validation, acceptance, and fair treatment within an 
environment. When people feel they belong, they 
aren’t distracted and worried about being treated as 
a stereotype or a singular part of their 
multidimensional personhood. 

Psychologists support the notion that a sense of belonging 
comes before a need to achieve. This means that students 
(and staff) who feel they belong are more prepared to do the 
work necessary for learning and achievement. In fact, when 
people are concerned about fitting in or being unwelcome, 
this belonging-uncertainty hinders academic performance. 

When we feel a sense of belonging that supports our 
individual identities, we make more responsible decisions 
and feel a greater sense of safety -- both physically and 
emotionally. Supporting youth in gaining a sense of 
belonging means providing space for them to explore their 
values, likes, dislikes, and interests. 

Adults foster a sense of belonging when they ask youth about 
their ideas and opinions, and also show interest in the 
answers. Ask questions with a goal of understanding (not 
informing) to honor their ideas and help them to support their 
opinions with reason -- and sometimes courage!

BELONGING AND BECOMING BRAVE

https://sites.google.com/astoriak12.org/asdsel/home

